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Meaning, Scope and development of Anthropology.

Relationships with other disciplines: Social Sciences, behavioural Sciences, Life Sciences, Medical Sciences,
Earth Sciences and Humanities.

Main branches of Anthropology, their scope and relevance:

(a) Social-cultural Anthropology.

(b) Biological Anthropology.

(c) Archaeological Anthropology.

(d) Linguistic Anthropology.

Human Evolution and emergence of Man:

(a) Biological and Cultural factors in human evolution.

(b) Theories of Organic Evolution (Pre-Darwinian, Darwinian and Post-Darwinian).

(c) Synthetic theory of evolution; Brief outline of terms and concepts of evolutionary biology (Doll’s rule,
Cope’s rule, Gause’s rule, parallelism, convergence, adaptive radiation, and mosaic evolution).

Characteristics of Primates; Evolutionary Trend and Primate Taxonomy; Primate Adaptations; (Arboreal

and Terrestrial) Primate Taxonomy; Primate Behaviour; Tertiary and Quaternary fossil primates; Living

Major Primates; Comparative Anatomy of Man and Apes; Skeletal changes due to erect posture and its

implications.

Phylogenetic status, characteristics and geographical distribution of the following;:

(@) Plio-preleistocene hominids in South and East Africa— Australopithecines.

(b) Homo erectus: Africa (Paranthropus), Europe (Homo erectus (heidelbergensis), Asia (Homo erectus javanicus,
Homo erectus pekinensis.

(c) Neanderthal man— La-chapelle-aux-saints (Classical type), Mt. Carmel (Progressive type).

(d) Rhodesian man.

(e) Homo sapiens —Cromagnon, Grimaldi and Chancelede.

The biological basis of Life: The Cell, DNA structure and replication, Protein Synthesis, Gene, Mutation,

Chromosomes, and Cell Division.

(a) Principles of Prehistoric Archaeology. Chronology: Relative and Absolute Dating methods.

(b) Cultural Evolution — Broad Outlines of Prehistoric cultures:

(i) Paleolithic

(if) Mesolithic

(

(

(

~

iif) Neolithic

iv) Chalcolithic

v) Copper-Bronze age
(vi) Iron Age
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The Nature of Culture: The concept and Characteristics of culture and civilization; Ethnocentrism vis-a-vis
cultural Relativism.



22 The Nature of Society: Concept of Society; Society and Culture; Social Institution; Social groups; and Social
stratification.

2.3 Marriage: Definition and universality; Laws of marriage (endogamy, exogamy, hypergamy, hypogamy, incest
taboo); Type of marriage (monogamy, polygamy, polyandry, group marriage). Functions of marriage; Marriage
regulations (preferential, prescriptive and proscriptive); Marriage payments (bride wealth and dowry).

24  Family: Definition and universality; Family, household and domestic groups; functions of family; Types of
family (from the perspectives of structure, blood relation, marriage, residence and succession); Impact of
urbanization, industrialization and feminist movements on family.

2.5  Kinship: Consanguinity and Affinity; Principles and types of descent (Unilineal, Double, Bilateral Ambilineal);
Forms of descent groups (lineage, clan, phratry, moiety and kindred); Kinship terminology (descriptive and
classificatory); Descent, Filiation and Complimentary Filiation; Decent and Alliance.

[0 3 = o =T e 98-107

[ Economic Organization: Meaning, scope and relevance of economic anthropology; Formalist and Substantivist
debate; Principles governing production, distribution and exchange (reciprocity, redistribution and market),
in communities, subsisting on hunting and gathering, fishing, swiddening, pastoralism, horticulture, and
agriculture; globalization and indigenous economic systems.

Chapter = 4....... R R annnn 108-119
] Political Organization and Social Control: Band, tribe, chiefdom, kingdom and state; concepts of power,
authority and legitimacy; social control, law and justice in simple Societies.

APl = 5. s 120-128

[ Religion: Anthropological approaches to the study of religion (evolutionary, psychological and functional);
monotheism and polytheism; sacred and profane; myths and rituals; forms of religion in tribal and peasant
Societies (animism, animatism, fetishism, naturism and totemism); religion, magic and science distinguished;
magico-religious functionaries (priest, shaman, medicine man, sorcerer and witch).
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[ Anthropological theories:

(a) Classical evolutionism (Tylor, Morgan and Frazer)
(b) Historical particularism (Boas) Diffusionism (British, German and American)
(¢) Functionalism (Malinowski); Structural — Functionlism (Radcliffe-Brown)
(d) Structuralism (L’evi-Strauss and E. Leach)
(e) Culture and personality (Benedict, Mead, Linton, Kardiner and Cora-du Bois)
(f) Neo—evolutionism (Childe, White, Steward, Sahlins and Service)
(g) Cultural materialism (Harris)
(h) Symbolic and interpretive theories (Turner, Schneider and Geertz)
(i) Cognitive theories (Tyler, Conklin)
() Post-modernism in anthropology.
L0 5 - T o =T 148-152
m Culture, Language and Communication: Nature, origin and characteristics of language; verbal and non-
verbal communication; social contex of language use.
(04 5 =T o (=Y e < 153-163

(] Research methods in Anthropology:
(a) Fieldwork tradition in anthropology
(b) Distinction between technique, method and methodology
(c) Tools of data collection: observation, interview, schedules, questionnaire, case study, genealogy, life-
history, oral history, secondary sources of information, participatory methods.
(d) Analysis, interpretation and presentation of data.

(0 5 = T o =Y e 164-217

91 Human Genetics: Methods and Application: Methods for study of genetic principles in man-family study
(pedigree analysis, twin study, foster child, co-twin method, cytogenetic method, chromosomal and karyo-type
analysis), biochemical methods, immunological methods, D.N.A. technology and recombinant technologies.



9.2 Mendelian genetics in man-family study, single factor, multifactor, lethal, sub-lethal and polygenic inheritance
in man.

9.3  Concept of genetic polymorphism and selection, Mendelian population, Hardy-Weinberg law; causes and
changes which bring down frequency-mutation, isolation, migration, selection, inbreeding and genetic drift.
Consanguineous and non-consanguineous mating, genetic load, genetic effect of consanguineous and cousin
marriages.

9.4  Chromosomes and chromosomal aberrations in man, methodology.

(@) Numerical and structural aberrations (disorders).

(b) Sex chromosomal aberration- Klinefelter (XXY), Turner (XO), Super female (XXX), intersex and other
syndromic disorders.

(c) Autosomal aberrations- Down syndrome, Patau, Edward and Cri-du-chat syndromes.

(d) Geneticimprints in human disease, genetic screening, genetic counseling, human DNA profiling, gene
mapping and genome study.

9.5  Raceand racism, biological basis of morphological variation of non-metric and characters. Racial criteria, racial
traits in relation to heredity and environment; biological basis of racial classification, racial differentiation
and race crossing in man.

9.6  Age, sex and population variation as genetic marker: ABO, Rh blood groups, HLA Hp, transferring, Gm,
blood enzymes. Physiological characteristics-Hb level, body fat, pulse rate, respiratory functions and sensory
perceptions in different cultural and socio-ecomomic groups.

9.7  Concepts and methods of Ecological Anthropology: Bio-cultural Adaptations —Genetic and Non-genetic
factors. Man’s physiological responses to environmental stresses: hot desert, cold, high altitude climate.

9.8  Epidemiological Anthropology: Health and disease. Infectious and non-infectious diseases, Nutritional
deficiency related diseases.

(04 5 =T o =Y e [ 218-239
n Concept of human growth and Development: Stages of growth—pre-natal, natal, infant, childhood,
adolescence, maturity, senescence.
—  Factors affecting growth and development genetic, environmental, biochemical, nutritional, cultural
and socio-economic.
— Ageing and senescence. Theories and observations
— Biological and chronological longevity. Human physique and somatotypes. Methodologies for growth
studies.

(0 5 - T o =Y e e 240-249
11.1 Relevance of menarche, menopause and other bioevents to fertility. Fertility patterns and differentials.
11.2 Demographic theories-biological, social and cultural.

11.3 Biological and socio-ecological factors influencing fecundity, fertility, natality and mortality.

(04 5 = T o =Y e 250-260

(] Applications of Anthropology: Anthropology of sports, Nutritional anthropology, Anthroplogy in designing
of defence and other equipments, Forensic Anthroplogy, Methods and principles of personal identification
and reconstruction, Applied human genetics — Paternity diagnosis, genetic counselling and eugenics, DNA
technology in diseases and medicine, serogenetics and cytogenetics in reproductive biology.

PAPER-II
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1.1  Evolution of the Indian Culture and Civilization —Prehistoric (Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic and
Neolithic-Chalcolithic), Protohistoric (Indus Civilization). Pre-Harappan, Harappan and post-Harappan
cultures. Contributions of the tribal cultures to Indian civilization.

1.2 Palaeo— Anthropological evidences from India with special reference to Siwaliks and Narmada basin
(Ramapithecus, Sivapithecus and Narmada Man).

1.3.  Ethno-archaeology in India: The concept of ethno-archaeology; Survivals and Parallels among the hunting,
foraging, fishing, pastoral and peasant communities including arts and crafts producing communities.



Chapter = 2. R nnnns 302-315

m Demographic profile of India — Ethnic and linguistic elements in the Indian population and their distribution.
Indian population—factors influencing its structure and growth.

L0 5 - T o =T e 316-361

3.1  The structure and nature of traditional Indian social system — Varnashram, Purushartha, Karma, Rina and
Rebirth.

3.2 Caste system in India— Structure and characteristics Varna and caste, Theories of origin of caste system,
Dominant caste, Caste mobility, Future of caste system, Jajmani system. Tribe-case continuum.

3.3  Sacred Complex and Nature-Man-Spirit Complex.
3.4  Impact of Buddhism, Jainism, Islam and Christianity of Indian society.

(0 5 = T o1 =T e 362-373

m Emergence, growth and development in India— Contributions of the 18th, 19th and early 20th Century
scholar-administrators. Contributions of Indian anthropologists to tribal and caste studies.

(04 5 =T o =Y 374-414

51 Indian Village—Significane of village study in India; Indian village as a social system; Traditional and
changing patterns of settlement and inter-caste relations; Agrarian relations in Indian villages; Impact of
globalization on Indian villages.

5.2  Linguistic and religious minorities and their social, political and economic status.

5.3  Indigenousand exogenous processes of socio-cultural change in Indian society: Sanskritization, Westernization,
Modernization; Inter-play of little and great traditions; Panchayati Raj and social change; Media and Social
change.

(0 5 = T o =Y 415-450

6.1  Tribal situation in India — Bio-genetic variability, linguistic and socio-economic characteristics of the tribal
populations and their distribution.

6.2  Problems of the tribal Communities — Land alienation, poverty, indebtedness, low literacy, poor educational
facilities, unemployment, under- employment, health and nutrition.

6.3  Developmental projects and their impact on tribal displacement and problems of rehabilitation. Development
of forest policy and tribals. Impact of urbanisation and industrialization on tribal populations.

(0 5 = T o =T 451-494

7.1 Problems of exploitation and deprivation of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes.
Constitutional safeguards for Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes.

7.2 Social change and contemporary tribal societies : Impact of modern democratic institutions, development programmes
and welfare measures on tribals and weaker sections.

7.3 The concept of ethnicity; Ethnic conflicts and political developments; Unrest among tribal communities; Regionalism

and demand for autonomy; Pseudo-tribalism. Social change among the tribes during colonial and post-Independent
India.

(04 5 =T o =Y S - 495-506
8.1  Impact of Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam and other religions on tribal societies.
8.2 Tribe and nation state —a comparative study of tribal communities in India and other countries.

(0 5 = T o =T e 507-544

91 History of administration of tribal areas, tribal policies, plans, programmes of tribal development and their
implementation. The concept of PTGs (Primitive Tribal Groups), their distribution, special programmes for
their development. Role of N.G.O.s in tribal development.

9.2 Role of anthropology in tribal and rural development.

9.3  Contributions of anthropology to the understanding of regionalism, communalism and ethnic and political
movements.
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Chapter 1

Q. Write a note on attributes of culture.

Ans: Culture is the set of shared values, attitudes,
goals, and practices that characterize a group of people
or society. The various attributes of culture have been
briefly outlined below.
¢ Learned: Culture is not something we inherit

biologically; it’s acquired through experience and

social interactions. Much of this learning happens
unconsciously, with families, friends, institutions,
and media all playing a role. This process of cultural
learning is called enculturation.

¢ Shared: Culture is shared; by sharing culture within
our group, we can behave in socially appropriate
ways and anticipate how others may act. Diverse
cultural subgroups exist within any society, each
adding its own variation to the larger culture.

¢ Symbols: Culture is based on symbols. A symbol
represents something else, and these symbols vary
widely across cultures and are often arbitrary. They
hold meaning only when people within a culture
collectively understand and agree upon their use.

Language, money, and art are examples of symbols,

with language being the most crucial symbolic

aspect of culture.

¢ Integrated: Culture is integrated. Known as holism,
this means that all elements of culture are intercon-
nected. Each part of a culture relates to others, and
to fully grasp a culture, it’s essential to understand
it as a whole rather than in isolated fragments.

¢ Dynamic: This reflects the reality that cultures are
constantly interacting and evolving. Since most
cultures are in contact with others, they exchange
ideas and symbols, leading to change. All cultures
adapt, as remaining static would hinder their ability
to survive in changing environments.

Q. Write a note on Harappan maritime trade.

Ans: The Harappan civilization, also known as the
Indus Valley civilization, engaged in extensive maritime
trade that was crucial to its economy and influence. The
advanced nature of their ports, trade networks, and
craftsmanship underscores their importance as one of
the earliest maritime trading powers in human history.

¢  Trade Routes: Harappan traders utilized coastal
and riverine routes to facilitate the exchange of
goods. The Arabian Sea provided a direct route
to the Persian Gulf, connecting Harappan cities
with Mesopotamian civilizations such as Sumer
and Akkad.

¢  Ports and Infrastructure: Harappan cities such as

Lothal, Dholavira, and Mohenjo-Daro established

sophisticated trade networks reaching as far as
Mesopotamia, the Arabian Peninsula, and possibly
even the distant regions of Central Asia.
¢  Seafaring Vessels and Navigation: Archaeological
evidence suggests that the Harappans used small
boats for riverine trade and larger seafaring vessels
for long-distance journeys.

¢ The findings of terracotta models and depictions of
boats indicate that they likely used flat-bottomed
wooden ships, which could be manoeuvred in
both riverine and coastal waters. They believed to
have used natural navigation techniques, possibly
guided by seasonal monsoon winds and celestial
bodies.

¢ Goods Trade: The Harappans exported cotton,
beads, pottery, and precious stones, and imported
copper, tin, and semi-precious stones.

The Harappans’ contact with other civilizations
influenced both cultures. They introduced new crafts,
ideas, and technologies across regions. For example, Ha-
rappan seals, often made of steatite and engraved with
animal motifs, have been found in Mesopotamian sites,
suggesting both cultural and administrative exchanges.

Q. Describe the evidences of food production and
domestication of animals with special reference
to Mehrgarh. Throw light on its significance.

Ans: Mehrgarh, one of the earliest known Neolithic
sites in South Asia, dates back to 7000 BCE. It provides
significant archaeological evidence of early food
production and animal domestication. It is located in
present-day Balochistan, Pakistan.

Cultivation of Crops

¢ Crops: Excavations at Mehrgarh reveal the
cultivation of wheat and barley. The inhabitants
engaged in systematic farming, involving irrigation
and planting techniques to manage crop production.
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¢  Storage Facilities: Archaeologists have found
granaries and storage facilities, indicating an
organized approach to storing surplus food. This
surplus would have been essential for a stable
society and hints at an early form of economic
planning.

¢  Grinding Tools: Tools like stone querns and
grinding stones were uncovered, which were used
to process grains into flour for consumption.

Domestication of Animals

¢  Domesticated Animals: Evidence of domestic cattle,
sheep, and goats was discovered at Mehrgarh. The
domestication of these animals represents a shift
from a hunting-gathering lifestyle to a more settled
agrarian society.

¢ Dental Studies on Animal Remains: Analysis
of animal teeth from Mehrgarh shows patterns
consistent with domestication, such as dietary
changes resulting from human-provided food
and confinement. These findings suggest that the
residents of Mehrgarh were selectively breeding
animals for desirable traits.

¢ Animal Enclosures: Archaeologists have found
traces of animal enclosures, further supporting the
evidence of animal domestication. The community
managed livestock within the settlement, a practice
linked to controlled breeding and maintenance of
herds.

Significance
¢  Foundation of Agricultural Society: The evidence
of farming and animal domestication here marks

a significant transition from nomadic to sedentary

life, laying the groundwork for the development of

complex societies.

¢ Technological Innovation: The sophistication
of tools, pottery, and architecture at Mehrgarh
indicates that technological and cultural
innovations were already emerging in the Neolithic
period.

¢ Insights into Social Structures and Beliefs: The
presence of ritual burials and grave goods at

Mehrgarh gives archaeologists insights into the

early belief systems and social structures of its

people. This suggests the beginnings of organized
religious or cultural traditions, which would be
central to later civilizations.

Mehrgarh holds a unique position in South Asian
archaeology, offering valuable evidence of early human
settlement, technological innovation, and the transition
to a settled, agrarian society.

The shift from nomadic to sedentary life led to
the growth of population and village settlement, the
development of crafts such as pottery and metallurgy,
and eventually to centralised city states and urbanization.

Q. Discuss the Acheulian and Oldowan traditions
of Indian Paleolithic cultures with suitable
illustrations.

Ans: The Acheulian and Oldowan traditions
are two prominent stone tool industries associated
with the Paleolithic cultures in India, representing
significant stages in prehistoric human technology and
development.

Oldowan Tradition

¢ In India, Oldowan-like tools are primarily linked
to the Lower Paleolithic period, approximately 1.5
million years ago. This tradition is characterized by
simple stone tools such as choppers, flakes, and cores,
crafted by striking stones to produce sharp edges.

¢ These tools were likely used for basic tasks like
cutting, scraping, and pounding, reflecting the early
hominins’ survival strategies in hunting, gathering,
and processing food.

Features of Oldowan Tools

¢  Materials: Quartzite, basalt, and other locally
available stones.

¢  Tools: Choppers and scrapers with a basic design;
often unrefined.

¢  Technique: Percussion-based, with tools made by
direct blows to create sharp edges.

¢  Sites in India: Sites include the Soan Valley and
the Narmada Valley, where these primitive tools
have been discovered.

Acheulian Tradition

The Acheulian tradition is often associated with
Homo erectus. This tradition represents a major ad-
vancement over Oldowan tools, featuring hand-axes and
cleavers that were more sophisticated and symmetrical.

The Acheulian tools exhibit improved craftsmanship
and were often shaped to a specific form, indicating a
better understanding of stone knapping techniques.

Features of Acheulian Tools

¢  Materials: Similar to the Oldowan, but with
increased refinement in the use of quartzite, chert,
and basalt.

¢ Tools: Bifacial hand-axes, cleavers, and large
cutting tools with a teardrop shape.

¢  Technique: Acheulian tools were crafted using the
“bifacial” technique, where flakes were removed
from both sides to achieve a more symmetrical and
sharp-edged tool.

¢ Sites in India: Prominent Acheulian sites in
India include the Hunsgi and Baichbal valleys in
Karnataka, Attirampakkam in Tamil Nadu, and the
Belan Valley in Uttar Pradesh. These sites show a
range of Acheulian tools used in varied activities
like butchering animals and cutting plant materials.
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Q. Write a short note on origin of State Societies.

Ans: The origin of State Societies is a central topic

in anthropology, involving the study of how small,
egalitarian groups evolved into complex, hierarchical
societies with centralized governments.

Characteristics of State Societies

*

Centralized Authority: A governing body or
leadership with authority over a defined territory.
Stratification: A hierarchical structure with social
classes (e.g., elites, commoners, slaves).
Specialized Roles: Division of labour, including
administrative, religious, military, and economic
functions.

Economic Surplus: Surplus production supports
the ruling class and specialized professions.
Codified Laws: Systems of written laws or regula-
tions to govern behaviour and resolve disputes.

Theoretical Approaches to State Formation

*

Hydraulic Hypothesis (Karl Wittfogel): This
theory suggests that states emerged to manage
large-scale irrigation systems.

Conflict and Warfare Theories: Propose that states
developed as a means to manage resources during
periods of competition and conflict.

Economic Theories: State societies arose from the
need to regulate and distribute economic surpluses
from agriculture or trade.

Integration and Functionalist Theories: Emphasize
cooperation and integration among diverse groups
for mutual benefit.

Ideological Theories: Argue that states originated
from religious or ideological systems.

The first large-scale State Societies in history
emerged in Egypt and Mesopotamia around 3000
BCE, marking the transition from early agricultural
communities to complex civilizations.

The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) also known as
Harappan Civilization is the first State Society in
India, which emerged around 2600 BCE and thrived
until about 1900 BCE. It is considered one of the
earliest examples of a complex and organized State
Society in South Asia.

Q. Critically describe evidences from Rakhi Garhi

and its linkages to Harappan civilization.
Ans: Rakhi Garhi in Haryana, India, is a major

Harappan site, offering key insights into the origins,
development, and cultural aspects of the Indus Valley
civilization through extensive excavations and research.

Evidence from Rakhi Garhi

*

Urban Planning and Architecture: The site
showcases Harappan urbanism with grid-patterned
streets, advanced drainage, and well-built mud-
brick and burnt-brick houses, mirroring the
sophisticated planning of Mohenjo-Daro and
Harappa.

Artefacts and Craftsmanship: Artifacts like pottery,
beads, terracotta figurines, seals, and tools reflect
Harappan craftsmanship and trade. Bead-making
workshops highlight Rakhi Garhi's significance as
a manufacturing and trade hub.

Subsistence and Agriculture: Analysis of
agricultural implements and plant remains
indicates a reliance on mixed farming practices,
with evidence of crops like wheat, barley, and
millet. This supports the notion of a stable agrarian
economy similar to other Harappan settlements.
Burials and Rituals: Excavations uncovered
several burial sites. The skeletal remains provide
critical data for understanding Harappan mortuary
practices and biological diversity. Some burial sites
include grave goods, pointing to complex social
stratification and belief systems.

DNA and Bioarchaeological Studies: DNA
studies from Rakhi Garhi reveal Harappans’
predominantly indigenous ancestry, challenging
migration theories and supporting the idea that the
Harappan civilization evolved as a native cultural
tradition with minimal external influence.

Trade and Connectivity: The discovery of
Harappan seals, weights, and beads at Rakhi
Garhi demonstrates its active participation in trade
networks that extended across the Indus Valley
region and beyond.

Linkages to the Harappan Civilization

*

Cultural Continuity: Rakhi Garhi exhibits hallmarks
of mature Harappan culture, including urban
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planning, standardized weights and measures, and
a shared symbolic system (e.g., seals and script).

¢ Regional Significance: Rakhi Garhi reveals regional
variations and highlights cultural diversity within
the broader Harappan framework.

¢+  Developmental Stages: Evidence at Rakhi Garhi
indicates occupation from the pre-Harappan
(Early Harappan) to mature Harappan phases.
This continuity underscores the site’s role in the
evolution of urbanism in the Indus Valley.

¢ Inter-site Comparisons: Parallels with other
Harappan sites, such as uniformity in material
culture and urban infrastructure, demonstrate the
shared technological and cultural practices that
unified the civilization.

Critical Evaluation

¢ Challenges in Interpretation: Undeciphered script,
limited inscriptions, and preservation issues hinder
understanding Rakhi Garhi’s links and complexity.

¢ Environmental Context: Rakhi Garhi’s location and
dried Saraswati river suggest environmental factors
in the Harappan Civilization’s decline.

Rakhi Garhi offers crucial insights into Harappan
civilization through its material culture, urban planning,
and bioarchaeology, affirming its significance. Ongoing
research enhances understanding of this ancient urban
society and its global connections.

Q. Describe the important Paleolithic sites from
South India with suitable examples. What is the
significance of South Indian Paleolithic cultures?

Ans: South India is home to key Paleolithic sites,
spanning Lower Paleolithic to Mesolithic periods,
offering insights into early human life, technology,
subsistence, and environmental adaptations, crucial
for understanding prehistoric culture and hominin
evolution.

Important Sites

¢  Attirampakkam (Tamil Nadu): The site reveals
Acheulean tools, including 1.5-million-year-old
hand axes and cleavers, and advanced Levallois
tools, marking a transition to Middle Paleolithic
technology and early hominin cognitive evolution.

¢  Kurnool Caves (Andhra Pradesh): These caves
are linked to late Paleolithic and early Mesolithic
cultures, yielded quartzite tools, fossilized animal
bones indicating hunting, and ash deposits, pro-
viding evidence of fire use by prehistoric humans.

¢ Hunsgi and Baichbal Valleys (Karnataka): It
features Acheulean tools like hand axes and
scrapers, along with butchering evidence near
tool sites, highlighting early human habitation and
subsistence practices.
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¢  Jwalapuram (Andhra Pradesh): This site provides
evidence of human occupation during the Toba
super-eruption (~74,000 years ago), with microlithic
tools in ash layers and Middle Paleolithic flakes and
scrapers, indicating survival strategies.

¢  Tekkalkota (Karnataka): This site is crucial for
studying the transition from Lower to Middle
Paleolithic in South India, featuring quartzite
tools and extensive tool assemblages that suggest
significant and sustained human habitation.

¢  Isampur (Karnataka): Known for its Acheulean
quarry, it is among the oldest tool production sites,
emphasizing early human understanding of raw
material extraction and tool manufacturing.

¢ Pikkalapalli (Andhra Pradesh): Associated with
Lower Paleolithic tools, this site provides insights
into early subsistence practices.

Significance of South Indian Paleolithic Cultures

¢  Early Human Settlement: Shows oldest evidence of
hominin occupation, showcasing the region’s role
in human dispersal and evolution.

¢  Technological Innovations: The progression from

Acheulean hand axes to microlithic tools highlights

advancements in tool-making techniques and

cognitive abilities.

¢+ Adaptation to Diverse Environments: Sites
demonstrate how early humans adapted to varied
environments, including river valleys, caves, and
semi-arid region.

¢+  Continuity of Cultures: The overlap between

Lower, Middle, and Upper Paleolithic tools in some

sites shows cultural persistence and gradual transi-

tions, offering insights into human developmental
timelines.
¢+  Global Connections: Levallois tools and Toba erup-
tion survival evidence at Jwalapuram link South In-
dian populations to prehistoric human migrations.
¢ Archaeological Richness: Fossils and artifacts from

South Indian sites contribute significantly to global

Paleolithic studies, shedding light on early human

subsistence strategies, mobility, and socio-cultural

practices.

The Paleolithic sites of South India demonstrate the
deep antiquity of human occupation in the region and
the technological innovations of early hominins. They
play a crucial role in understanding human evolution,
adaptation, and cultural development in the Indian
subcontinent.

Chapter 2

Q. Whatarethe demographicchallenges of India’s
changing population dynamics in the next 5o
years?
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