o
o
(o)}
—
Q
Q
£
V5]
+—
<
9
(o]
[t
(=]
=
<
=
=
|
3
Z
o]
=]
2
z
]
[

_
[—
)
et
-,
)
(=
==
Ad

IAS Mains Q&A

HISTORY

UPSC 16 YEARS

)

7
-
T,
=
S
==
g
5
=
Q
v
o
S~
=

icwise

2009-2024 Top




IAS Mains PYQ Solved Papers 2009-2024

Also Useful for All State Public Service Commission
and Other Similar Pattern Examinations

Edited by - N.N. Ojha
Guiding Civil Services Aspirants Since 35 Years
Solved by - Chronicle Editorial Team

W= CHRONICLE

CHRONICLE | Nurturing Talent Since 1990




IAS Main Exam 2024 History Solved Paper-I 1-13

IAS Main Exam 2024 History Solved Paper-II 14-28
IAS Main Exam 2023 History Solved Paper-I 1-16
IAS Main Exam 2023 History Solved Paper-II 17-32

& N
< PAPER-1 >

Map Section 1-36

1.

Sources 37-43

* Archaeological Sources: Exploration, excavation, epigraphy, numismatics, monuments

e Literary Sources:

+ Indigenous: Primary and secondary; poetry, scientific literature, literature, literature in regional languages,
religious literature.

* Foreign accounts: Greek, Chinese and Arab writers.

Pre-history and Proto-history 44-46

* Geographical factors; hunting and gathering (paleolithic and mesolithic); Beginning of agriculture (neolithic and
chalcolithic).

Indus Valley Civilization 47-52

* Origin, date, extent, characteristics, decline, survival and significance, art and architecture.

Megalithic Cultures 53-55

* Distribution of pastoral and farming cultures outside the Indus, Development of community life, Settlements,
Development of agriculture, Crafts, Pottery, and Iron industry.

Aryans and Vedic Period 56-67

* Expansions of Aryans in India: Vedic Period: Religious and philosophic literature; Transformation from Rig Vedic
period to the later Vedic period; Political, social and economical life; Significance of the Vedic Age; Evolution of
Monarchy and Varna system.

Period of Mahajanapadas 68-75

* Formation of States (Mahajanapada): Republics and monarchies; Rise of urban centres; Trade routes; Economic
growth; Introduction of coinage; Spread of Jainism and Buddhism; Rise of Magadha and Nandas. Iranian and
Macedonian invasions and their impact.

Mauryan Empire 76-81

* Foundation of the Mauryan Empire, Chandragupta, Kautilya and Arthashastra; Ashoka; Concept of Dharma;
Edicts; Polity, Administration; Economy; Art, architecture and sculpture; External contacts; Religion; Spread of
religion; Literature.

* Disintegration of the empire; Sungas and Kanvas.

Post - Mauryan Period (Indo-Greeks, Sakas, Kushanas, Western Kshatrapas) 82-87

* Contact with outside world; growth of urban centres, economy, coinage, development of religions, Mahayana,
social conditions, art, architecture, culture, literature and science.

Early State and Society in Eastern India, Deccan and South India 88-93

* Kharavela, The Satavahanas, Tamil States of the Sangam Age; Administration, Economy, land grants, coinage, trade
guilds and urban centres; Buddhist centres; Sangam literature and culture; Art and architecture.
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Guptas, Vakatakas and Vardhanas 94-99

* Polity and administration, Economic conditions, Coinage of the Guptas, Land grants, Decline of urban centres,
Indian feudalism, Caste system, Position of women, Education and educational institutions; Nalanda, Vikramshila
and Vallabhi, Literature, scientific literature, art and architecture.

Regional States during Gupta Era... . . . . reeesseensaeeeaes 100-107

e The Kadambas, Pallavas, Chalukyas of Badami; Polity and Administration, Trade guilds, Literature; growth of
Vaishnava and Saiva religions. Tamil Bhakti movement, Shankaracharya; Vedanta; Institutions of temple and
temple architecture; Palas, Senas, Rashtrakutas, Paramaras, Polity and administration; Cultural aspects. Arab
conquest of Sind; Alberuni, The Chalukyas of Kalyana, Cholas, Hoysalas, Pandyas; Polity and Administration;
Local Government; Growth of art and architecture, religious sects, Institution of temple and Mathas, Agraharas,
education and literature, economy and society.

Themes in Early Indian Cultural HiStOry ... 108-112

* Languages and texts, major stages in the evolution of art and architecture, major philosophical thinkers and schools,
ideas in Science and Mathematics.

Early Medieval India, 750-1200 ........cccevururrirerrririrnnnennnisisisnesesessisessssisessssesesmssesesssessssssessssssssssnssssesssns 113-122

* Polity: Major political developments in Northern India and the peninsula, origin and the rise of Rajputs.

* The Cholas: administration, village economy and society; “Indian Feudalism”.
e Agrarian economy and urban settlements.

* Trade and commerce.

* Society: the status of the Brahman and the new social order.

e Condition of women.

* Indian science and technology.

Cultural Traditions in India, 750-1200 . . . . ceeessseesaressanenes 123-133
e Philosophy: Shankaracharya and Vedanta, Ramanuja and Vishishtadvaita, Madhva and Brahma-Mimansa.

* Religion: Forms and features of religion, Tamil devotional cult, growth of Bhakti, Islam and its arrival in India,
Sufism.

* Literature: Literature in Sanskrit, growth of Tamil literature, literature in the newly developing languages, Kalhan’s
Rajtarangini, Alberuni’s India.

* Art and Architecture: Temple architecture, sculpture, painting.
The Thirteenth CentUIY ... 134-144

¢ Establishment of the Delhi Sultanate: The Ghurian invasions - factors behind Ghurian success.

*  Economic, social and cultural consequences.

e Foundation of Delhi Sultanate and early Turkish Sultans.

e Consolidation: The rule of Iltutmish and Balban.

The Fourteenth Century ... 145-153
e  “The Khalji Revolution”.

* Alauddin Khalji: Conquests and territorial expansion, agrarian and economic measures.

*  Muhammad Tughluq: Major projects, agrarian measures, bureaucracy of Muhammad Tughluq.

* Firuz Tughluqg: Agrarian measures, achievements in civil engineering and public works, decline of the Sultanate,
foreign contacts and Ibn Battuta’s account.

Society, Culture and Economy in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries........cceoeerueuerennnes 154-160

* Society: composition of rural society, ruling classes, town dwellers, women, religious classes, caste and slavery
under the Sultanate, Bhakti movement, Sufi movement.

*  Culture: Persian literature, literature in the regional languages of North India, literature in the languages of South
India, Sultanate architecture and new structural forms, painting, evolution of a composite culture.

e Economy: Agricultural production, rise of urban economy and non-agricultural production, trade and commerce.

The Fifteenth and Early Sixteenth Century - Political Developments and Economy............... 161-173

* Rise of Provincial Dynasties: Bengal, Kashmir (Zainul Abedin), Gujarat.
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e Malwa, Bahmanids.

* The Vijayanagara Empire.

e Lodis.

*  Mughal Empire, first phase: Babur, Humayun.
*  The Sur Empire: Sher Shah’s administration.

* Portuguese colonial enterprise; Bhakti and Sufi Movements.

The Fifteenth and Early Sixteenth Century - Society and Culture .........cceceuvvcrerieresicrnnncennnes 174-178
* Regional cultural specificities.

e Literary traditions.

* Provincial architecture.

* Society, culture, literature and the arts in Vijayanagara Empire.

2N 4 o § OO 179-184

* Conquests and consolidation of Empire.

* Establishment of jagir and mansab systems.

* Rajput policy.

* Evolution of religious and social outlook, Theory of Sulh-i-kul and religious policy.
*  Court patronage of art and technology.

Mughal Empire in the Seventeenth Century ... 185-192

*  Major administrative policies of Jahangir, Shahjahan and Aurangzeb.

e The Empire and the Zamindars.

* Religious policies of Jahangir, Shahjahan and Aurangzeb.
* Nature of the Mughal State.

* Late Seventeenth Century crisis and the revolts.

* The Ahom Kingdom.

e Shivaji and the early Maratha Kingdom.

Economy and Society in the 16th and 17th Centuries ...........ecciiicecesisnnissiscneseeeennns 193-198

* Population, agricultural and craft production.

* Towns, commerce with Europe through Dutch, English and French companies : a trade revolution.

* Indian mercantile classes, banking, insurance and credit systems.

* Condition of peasants, condition of women.

e Evolution of the Sikh community and the Khalsa Panth.

Culture during Mughal EMPIre ........iineeeeiitiniiiseecessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 199-205

e Persian histories and other literature.

* Hindi and religious literature.

*  Mughal architecture.

*  Mughal painting.

* Provincial architecture and painting.
* (lassical music.

* Science and technology.

The Eighteenth Century..... . . . . . reeesseensaeenaes 206-214
* Factors for the decline of the Mughal Empire.

*  The regional principalities: Nizam’s Deccan, Bengal, Awadh.
* Maratha ascendancy under the Peshwas.

* The Maratha fiscal and financial system.

* Emergence of Afghan power, Battle of Panipat, 1761.

* State of politics, culture and economy on the eve of the British conquest.
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European Penetration into India...... . . . . cerereeneaennenes 215-218

* The Early European Settlements; The Portuguese and the Dutch; The English and the French East India Companies;
Their struggle for supremacy; Carnatic Wars; Bengal -The conflict between the English and the Nawabs of Bengal;
Siraj and the English; The Battle of Plassey; Significance of Plassey.

British Expansion in INdia ......iiicssesssssssssssssssesssssssnes 219-227

* Bengal - Mir Jafar and Mir Kasim; The Battle of Buxar; Mysore; The Marathas; The three Anglo-Maratha Wars;
The Punjab.

Early Structure of the British Raj ....ccoecvivnniinniininiiniiiniiinniienicisniisieisisoess 228-232

* The early administrative structure; From diarchy to direct control; The Regulating Act (1773); The Pitt’s India Act
(1784); The Charter Act (1833); The voice of free trade and the changing character of British colonial rule; The
English utilitarian and India.

Economic Impact of British Colonial Rule.........ininiiriiiiiiniiinsinisisiiiiinnnsssies 233-246

(a) Land revenue settlements in British India; The Permanent Settlement; Ryotwari Settlement; Mahalwari Settlement;
Economic impact of the revenue; arrangements; Commercialization of agriculture; Rise of landless agrarian labourers;
Impoverishment of the rural society.

(b) Dislocation of traditional trade and commerce; De-industrialisation; Decline of traditional crafts; Drain of wealth;
Economic transformation of India; Railroad and communication network including telegraph and postal services;
Famine and poverty in the rural interior; European business enterprise and its limitations.

Social and Cultural Developments . . . . . reeesaeensaeennes 247-257

* The state of indigenous education, its dislocation; Orientalist-Anglicist controversy; The introduction of western
education in India; The rise of press, literature and public opinion; The rise of modern vernacular literature; Progress
of science; Christian missionary activities in India.

Social and Religious Reform Movements in Bengal and Other Areas.........ccoevverruverecncrecnnnes 258-264

* Ram Mohan Roy, The Brahmo Movement; Devendranath Tagore; Iswarchandra Vidyasagar; The Young Bengal
Movement; Dayananda Saraswati; The social reform movements in India including Sati, widow remarriage, child
marriage etc.; The contribution of Indian renaissance to the growth of modern India; Islamic revivalism - the Feraizi
and Wahabi Movements.

Indian Response to British Rule.....iiinniiniiiiiiniiniiiniiiniiiiisimisisoss 265-277

* Peasant movements and tribal uprisings in the 18th and 19th centuries including the Rangpur Dhing (1783), the
Kol Rebellion (1832), the Mopla Rebellion in Malabar (1841-1920), the Santal Hul (1855), Indigo Rebellion (1859-60),
Deccan Uprising (1875) and the Munda Ulgulan (1899-1900); The Great Revolt of 1857 - Origin, character, causes
of failure, the consequences; The shift in the character of peasant uprisings in the post-1857 period; the peasant
movements of the 1920s and 1930s.

Factors Leading to the Birth of Indian NationaliSm ..........einenereeiininieennnnneseseesesenesesenennnes 278-289

* Politics of Association; The foundation of the Indian National Congress; The Safety-valve thesis relating to the birth
of the Congress; Programme and objectives of Early Congress; the social composition of early Congress leadership;
the Moderates and Extremists; The Partition of Bengal (1905); The Swadeshi Movement in Bengal; the economic
and political aspects of Swadeshi Movement; The beginning of revolutionary extremism in India.

RiISE Of GANANI.ceuurreeirureeeirreerireeecisreeressseessssseesssssesssssssesssssessssasessssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 290-296

e Character of Gandhian nationalism; Gandhi’s popular appeal; Rowlatt Satyagraha; the Khilafat Movement; the
Non-cooperation Movement; National politics from the end of the Non-cooperation movement to the beginning of
the Civil Disobedience movement; the two phases of the Civil Disobedience Movement; Simon Commission; The
Nehru Report; the Round Table Conferences; Nationalism and the Peasant Movements; Nationalism and Working
class movements; Women and Indian youth and students in Indian politics (1885-1947); the election of 1937 and
the formation of ministries; Cripps Mission; the Quit India Movement; the Wavell Plan; The Cabinet Mission.

Constitutional Developments in the Colonial India between 1858 & 1935..........cceceueueuererennnnne 297-300
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Other Strands in the National Movement..... . . . rereessseesaneesarenes 301-304

* The Revolutionaries: Bengal, the Punjab, Maharashtra, U.P, the Madras Presidency, Outside India. The Left; The
Left within the Congress: Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose, the Congress Socialist Party; the Communist
Party of India, other left parties.

Politics Of SeParatiSmi......ccciiirinirisiniisiniintniinniisiisseissssiisssssesssestsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssses 305-306

e The Muslim League; the Hindu Mahasabha; Communalism and the politics of partition; Transfer of power;
Independence.

Consolidation as @ NationN ... ssssssssssssssssesssssnes 307-317

* Nehru's Foreign Policy; India and her neighbours (1947-1964); The linguistic reorganisation of States (1935-1947);
Regionalism and regional inequality; Integration of Princely States; Princes in electoral politics; the Question of
National Language.

Caste and Ethnicity after 1947 ... 318-321

* Backward castes and tribes in post-colonial electoral politics; Dalit movements.

Economic Development and Political Change . . . ceesernneneneaeaes 322-325

* Land reforms; the politics of planning and rural reconstruction; Ecology and environmental policy in post-colonial
India; Progress of science.

Enlightenment and Modern Ideas... . . . . SR, 326-335

(i) Major ideas of Enlightenment: Kant, Rousseau.

(ii) Spread of Enlightenment in the colonies.
(iii) Rise of socialist ideas (up to Marx); spread of Marxian Socialism.

Origins 0f Modern POLItICS ...ttt sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes 336-355
(i) European States System.

(ii) American Revolution and the Constitution.

(iii) French Revolution and aftermath, 1789- 1815.

(iv) American Civil War with reference to Abraham Lincoln and the abolition of slavery.

(v) British democratic politics, 1815- 1850 : Parliamentary Reformers, Free traders, Chartists.

INAUSEIALIZATION .eveeveeereeeneesreeseeesnessseessseesssessssesssssesssssssasssssssssassssessssessssssssassssasssssssssessssessssssssassssasnne 356-361

(i) English Industrial Revolution: Causes and impact on society.

(ii) Industrialization in other countries: USA, Germany, Russia, Japan.

(iii) Industrialization and Globalization.

Nation-5tate SYSLEIN ...cuvuievrneeeictienineenneentneneesese s sassssessssssessssssesssssssssssssssnssssesssnes 362-369
(i) Rise of Nationalism in 19th century.

(ii) Nationalism: State-building in Germany and Italy.

(iii) Disintegration of Empires in the face of the emergence of nationalities across the world.

Imperialism and Colonialism . . . . . reeesaeensaeneanes 370-375
(i) South and South-East Asia.

(ii) Latin America and South Africa.

(iii) Australia.

(iv) Imperialism and free trade: Rise of neo-imperialism.

Revolution and Counter-Revolution . . . . rereessseesasessanenes 376-387

(i) 19th Century European revolutions.

(ii) The Russian Revolution of 1917-1921.

(iii) Fascist Counter-Revolution, Italy and Germany.
(iv) The Chinese Revolution of 1949.
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World Wars

(i) 1st and 2nd World Wars as Total Wars: Societal implications.
(i) World War I: Causes and consequences.

(iif) World War II: Causes and consequences.

The World after World War II
(i) Emergence of two power blocs.
(ii) Emergence of Third World and non-alignment.
(iii) UNO and the global disputes.

Liberation from Colonial Rule

(i) Latin America - Bolivar.

(ii) Arab World - Egypt.

(iii) Africa - Apartheid to Democracy.
(iv) South-East Asia - Vietnam.

Decolonization and Underdevelopment........

(i) Factors constraining development: Latin America, Africa.

Unification of Europe

(i) Post War Foundations: NATO and European Community.
(ii) Consolidation and Expansion of European Community.
(iii) European Union.

Disintegration of Soviet Union and the Rise of the Unipolar World ....

(i) Factors leading to the collapse of Soviet communism and Soviet Union, 1985-1991.

(ii) Political changes in Eastern Europe 1989-2001.
(iii) End of the Cold War and US ascendancy in the world as the lone superpower.
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Map Section

Q. Identify the following places marked on the
map supplied to you and write a short note
of about 30 words on each of them in your
Question-cum-Answer Booklet. Locational
hints for each of the places marked on the
map are given below seriatim:

(i) Prehistoric site

(ii)  Area of petroglyphs

(iii) Neolithic site

(iv) Harappan site

(v)  Buddhist monastery

(vi) Chalcolithic site

(vii) Neo-Chalcolithic site

(viii) Megalithic site with rock art

(ix) One of the Mahajanapadas’ capital and
associated with Buddha’s miracle

(x) Hominid fossil find site

(xi) Major rock edict of Ashoka

(xii) Ancient trade centre

(xiii) Stone inscription recording land grants
with tax exemptions

(xiv) Shiva temples named after family relationships

(xv) Place of art-related inscription

(xvi) Place of inscription of three languages

(xvii) Temple site where three styles of temple
architecture are found

(xviii) Jain pilgrimage site

(xix) Shiva temple of Gupta period

(xx) Megalithic monumental site
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Answers:

(i) Prehistoric site: The Gudahandi Hills and caves
in Kalahandi, Odisha is a prehistoric site that has
yielded evidence of early human activity. Stone
tools for hunting and gathering, stone flakes,
polished burins and borers, etc. have been found
from the site.

(ii) Area of petroglyphs: There are two separate
petroglyph sites at Niwali found in Ratnagiri
district of Maharashtra. Recently more than 1000
rock carvings were discovered from the site.

(iii) Neolithic site: Barudih is a Neolithic archaeological
site in Khunti district of Jharkhand, India. Iron slag
heaps found here indicate the early stages of the
Iron Age in India. Wheel-made pottery suggests
that the region may have been more developed
than other parts of India.

(iv) Harappan site: Rakhigarhi is an archaeological
site located in the Ghaggar-Hakra river plain in
Hisar district of Haryana. It is one of the oldest
and largest cities of the Indus Valley or Harappan
Civilization, the oldest known Bronze Age urban
culture of the subcontinent, dating back to about
6500 BCE. The site was first discovered in the 1960s
by the Archaeological Survey of India.

(v) Buddhist monastery: Moghalmari Monastery is a
Buddhist monastic site in the village of Moghalmari
in West Bengal’s Paschim Medinipur district. The
site has stucco work that resembles Nalanda of
Bihar and the Raktamrittika Mahavihara of Bengal.
The site has a brick stupa and a central temple with
several square-shaped courtyards.

(vi) Chalcolithic site: Navdatoli is a chalcolithic site on
the Narmada River in Khargone district of Madhya
Pradesh, excavated by H.D. Sankalia, S.B. Deo,
and Z.D. Ansari. Major findings are pottery and
microliths, circular and rectangular houses with
bamboo roofs and walls, fragments of copper or
bronze tools, faience, steatite beads and chert blade
assemblage.

(vii) Neo-Chalcolithic site: Jodhpura is a Neo-Chalco-
lithic site located in Jaipur district of Rajasthan,
particularly known for its association with the
“Ganeshwar-Jodhpura Culture” which is char-
acterized by the production of copper tools and
artefacts, dating back to around 2800 - 2200 BCE.

(viii)Megalithic site with rock art: Chandrapuram in
Tirupathur district, Tamil Nadu, has rock paintings
in a cavern called Kalyanagugai. The paintings
depict horses, humans, and an elephant. The site
is a megalithic site.

(ix) One of the Mahajanapadas’ capital and associated
with Buddha’s miracle: Sravasti was the capital of

Kosala Mahajanpada. Buddha spent most of his
monastic life in Sravasti. Buddha performed his
great miracle in Sravasti.

(x) Hominid fossil find site: The Hathnora site in
the Narmada Valley of Madhya Pradesh (Sehore
district) is where a partial skull of a Homo
erectus hominin was found in 1983. Other finds
at Hathnora include two clavicles, a ninth rib, six
femora, three humeri, and two sacra.

(xi) Major rock edict of Ashoka: Kalsi rock edict is
situated in Dehradun of Uttarakhand state. Kalsi
edict reflects the policies for the commitment
to non-violence and restriction of war. It was
inscribed in 250 BC and a quartz stone of 10 ft in
length and 8 ft breadth was used for the script.

(xii) Ancient trade centre: Dantapuram situated in the
Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh was an
important trade centre. From this centre, Buddhism
and Hinduism spread to South-east Asia.

(xiii) Stone inscription recording land grants with tax
exemptions: The earliest stone inscriptions record-
ing land grants with tax exemptions are Satvahana
and Kshatrapa epigraphs found at Nashik. The
mid-4th century Pallava and Shalankayana grants
are the earliest surviving copper plate grants.

(xiv) Shiva temples named after family relationships:
Devrani and Jethani Temples are located in Tala
village of Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh. These
are famous as Shiva temples. The distance between
both the Temples is about 15 kilometers. Jethani
Temple is in a dilapidated condition. Both Temples
have excellent carving work and pillars and are
very famous for Indian sculpture and art.

(xv) Place of art-related inscription: The Sittanavasal
cave temple is located in the Pudukkottai district
of Tamil Nadu. It has Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions
that date back to the 100 BCE to around 900 CE.
The cave also contains frescoes and sculptures that
are believed to be the earliest examples of Jain art
in South India.

(xvi) Place of inscription of three languages: Raichur
Fort is located on a hilltop in the middle of Raichur
district in North Karnataka. Stone inscriptions in
Persian, Urdu and Arabic have been found here,
which mention its construction in 1294.

(xvii) Temple site where three styles of temple
architecture are found: The Pattadakal temple
site in Karnataka, India, features a mix of Dravida,
Nagara, and Rekha styles of temple architecture.
Pattadakal located in Bijapur district of Karnataka
was not only popular for Chalukyan architectural
activities but also a holy place for royal coronation,
‘Pattadakisuvolal’.
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British Expansion in India

Q. After the battle of Plassey, the mercenary
became the Kingmaker. Critically examine.

Ans: After the Battle of Plassey in 1757, Robert
Clive, a British mercenary, became the kingmaker in
Bengal. He used bribery and treachery to make Mir
Jafar the Nawab of Bengal, and then betrayed him.

Clive as a Kingmaker

*  C(live started his service in east India Company as a
clerk who later switched to the British Company’s
military service. His bravery and tactical skills
earned him quick promotion and wealth.

*  During the Battle of Plassey, Clive bribed Mir Jafar,
the commander of the Nawab’s army, to help the
English side. The Company easily won the battle
and with the support of Clive, Mir Jafar became
the Nawab of Bengal.

How Clive used Mir Jafar

e Clive used Mir Jafar as a puppet ruler to cede
control of most of Bengal to the British.

*  Clive became the Governor of Bengal and secured
the right to collect taxes and revenues for Bengal
from the Mughal emperor Shah Alam II after the
Battle of Buxar.

Thus, the Battle of Plassey was a turning point in
India’s history. It set the stage for the British to gain
control of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, and ultimately the
entire Indian subcontinent.

Q. Twenty years of peace secured by the treaty
of Salbai proved very costly to the Marathas
in strategic terms. Elucidate.

Ans: The Treaty of Salbai (1782) ended the First
Anglo-Maratha War, restoring pre-war territories
and establishing peace between the British East India
Company and the Marathas for two decades.

The Treaty, while establishing a 20-year peace,
proved strategically costly for the Marathas as it forced
them to relinquish territories, acknowledge British

dominance and ultimately weakened their position for
future conflicts, allowing the British to consolidate their
power in India.

How the Treaty of Salbai Proved Costly

* Loss of Territory: The treaty of Salbai forced the
Marathas to cede Salsette and Bassein (Vasai) to
the British.

* Establishment of British Dominance: The treaty
acknowledged the British as a major power in
India, which shifted the balance of power in India.

* Weakened the Position of Marathas: The
Marathas, although regained some territories lost
during the war, were unable to fully recover their
strength and prestige, setting the stage for future
conflicts.

e Internal Conflicts: The Maratha Confederacy was
already weakened by internal conflicts, and the
treaty further exacerbated these divisions, making
it difficult for them to unite against a common
enemy.

* Financial Burden: The Marathas were burdened
with the cost of the war and the need to maintain
a strong military, further straining their resources.

Strategic Implications

* Consolidation of British Power: The treaty
allowed the British to consolidate their power and
influence in India, which resulted in establishment
of British rule in India.

*  Future Conflicts: The treaty’s terms and the
Marathas” weakened position laid the groundwork
for the Second and Third Anglo-Maratha Wars,
which ultimately led to the British control over
most of India.

* Loss of Prestige: The Marathas’ loss of territories
and their inability to fully recover from the war
damaged their reputation and prestige, further
weakening their position.

While the Treaty of Salbai brought a temporary
halt to the war, its terms ultimately proved to be
strategically costly for the Marathas, contributing to
their decline and the rise of British power in India.
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Economic Impact of
British Colonial Rule

Q. The pace of commercialisation of agriculture
increased as a result of British revenue
policies in India. Critically examine.

Ans: The introduction of new land revenue policies
under British rule had accelerated the commercialisation
of agriculture in India. These rules preferred payment
of land revenue in cash and they incentivised the
production of cash crops. The self-sufficiency in the
food crops reduced and dependence on global markets
increased substantially.

Factors Responsible for the Increased Commercialisa-

tion of Agriculture

* Incentives for Cash Crops: British revenue
policies, such as the Zamindari and Ryotwari
systems, demanded fixed revenue payments in
cash, forcing farmers to cultivate crops with high
market value (like cotton, jute and indigo) to
maintain their rights on land.

* Integration of Market: The British facilitated
the growth of a market economy by establishing
infrastructure like railways and roads, connecting
rural areas to ports and urban centres. This
allowed for the easier transportation and trade
of agricultural produce, further encouraging
commercialisation.

* Decline in Food Crop Production: The shift
towards cash crops led to a decline in the
cultivation of traditional food crops, resulting in
food shortages and frequency of famines increased.

e Increased Dependence on Global Markets: India
became a supplier of raw materials for British
industries and a market for British manufactured
goods, leading to increased dependence on global
markets and a decline in self-sufficiency.

e Exploitation and Impoverishment of Peasant Class:
The high revenue demands and the exploitation of
farmers by zamindars and moneylenders under
the British revenue systems led to widespread
impoverishment and social unrest.

e Introduction of New Crops: The British introduced
new crops like tea, coffee and opium, which were
cultivated on a large scale to meet the demands of
the British market.

e Impact on Land Ownership: The land revenue
policies led to the emergence of a new class of
landlords and the dispossession of traditional
farmers. The peasants had the right to hold the
land till they paid rent.
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The commercialisation of agriculture led to
significant social and economic transformations in
rural India, including the rise of a market economy,
the decline of traditional village communities, and the
emergence of new social classes.

Social and Cultural Developments

Q. The values of utilitarianism prompted the
Company administration to attempt reform
of Indian society. Critically examine.

Ans: The values of utilitarianism, focused
on maximising overall happiness and well-being,
significantly influenced the Company administration’s
attempts to reform Indian society, particularly in areas
like law, social practices, and education.

Core Principles of Utilitarianism

e Utilitarianism, championed by thinkers like Jeremy
Bentham and John Stuart Mill, advocated for
actions that produced the “greatest good for the
greatest number”. This meant evaluating policies
and laws based on their potential to benefit society
as a whole, rather than solely upholding traditional
customs or religious beliefs.

Company Administration’s Reform Efforts

* Legal Reforms: Utilitarian principles led to the
codification of laws, aiming for a more rational and
equitable legal system.

* Social Reforms: The Company’s administration,
influenced by utilitarian ideas, took steps to abolish
practices like sati (widow immolation), outlawed
female infanticide, legalised widow remarriage,
and sought to improve the status of women and
address issues like child marriage.

e Education: Utilitarianism promoted a focus
on modern education, aiming to create a more
skilled and enlightened workforce, which would
contribute to the overall progress of society.

Examples of Utilitarian Influence

e Abolition of Sati: The practice of sati, where
widows were forced to immolate themselves on
their husband’s funeral pyres, was seen as a cruel
and barbaric custom that caused widespread
suffering. Utilitarian reformers argued that it
should be abolished as it went against the principle
of maximising happiness and well-being.

*  Widow Remarriage: The Company administration,
influenced by utilitarian ideas, legalised widow
remarriage, allowing women to remarry after their
husbands” deaths.



	1-8_Content
	1-13
	14-28



